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If the origin of Storker’s character is confusing, folklore is scarcely less so,
for there we find many kinds of “vampires.” We might limit the discussion
to a particular type of Slavic revenant — the one actually called vampir, or
upir, or some other etymological equivalent of the word. But there are similar
creatures in Europe that are referred to within their cultures by different names
entirely. With a persistent sense of the fitting (and a deplorable sense of

taxonomy), European scholars have commonly referred to these, and to the
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undead in far-off cultures — for example, China, Indonesia, the Philippines —
as “vampires” as well. There are such creatures everywhere in the world, it
seems, in variety of disparate cultures: dead people who, having died before
their time, not only refuse to remain dead but return to bring death to their
friends and neighbors. As we shall see, they bear a surprising resemblance to

the European vampire, for reasons that should become clear. (2)
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Before proceeding, however, we must rid ourselves of a burden of false data
from the fiction industry. If a typical vampire of folklore, not fiction, were to
come to your house this Halloween, you might open the door to encounter a
plump Slavic fellow with long fingernails and stubby beard, his mouth and left
eye open, his face ruddy and swollen. He wears informal attire — in fact, a
linen shroud — and he looks for all the world like a disheveled peasant.

If you did not recognize him, it is because you expected — as would most
people today — a tall, elegant gentleman in a black cloak. But that would be
the vampire of fiction, a figure derived from the vampires of folklore but now
bearing precious little resemblance to them. His classic exemplar is Count
Dracula, who in this century has had unparalleled success in the movies.
The count, the villain of Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula, was not Slavic : he
lived in Transylvania and was based, more or less, on Vlad Tepes, a figure
in Romanian history who was a prince, not a count, ruled in Walachia, not

Transylvania, and was never viewed by the local populace as a vampire. (2)
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of the hideous, village vampiric ghoul of the Orient and Eastern Europe mythology
into an aristocratic, travelling seducer in The Vampyre began a unique genre of
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J. M. Rymer’s Varney the Vampire (1847) reincarnated the aristocratic vampire
as Sir Francis Varney whilst J. Sheridan Le Fanu’s Camilla (1872) features a
female aristocrat — the Countess Mircalla Karnstein ; Bram Stoker’s Doracula
(1897) brings his vampiric Count from Eastern Europe to England. Anne
Rice with her best selling novel Interview with the Vampire (1976) and sequels
thrilled yet another new generation of readers. The fictional vampire is
constantly being re-energized for new audiences. Polidori is responsible for
creating a literary vampire figure that has become part of the popular

imagination. (xix)
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“We will each write a ghost story,” said Lord Byron ; and his proposition was
acceded to. There were four of us. The noble author began a tale, a
fragment of which he printed at the end of his poem of Mazeppa. Shelley,
more apt to embody ideas and sentiment in the radiance of brilliant imagery,
and in the music of the most melodious verse that adorns our language, than to
invent the machinery of a story, commenced one founded on the experiences of
his early life. Poor Polidori had some terrible idea about a skull-headed lady,
who was so punished for peeping through a key-hole — what to see I forget —
something very shocking and wrong of course ; but when she was reduced to a

worse condition than the renowned Tom of Coventry, he did not know what to
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do with her, and was obliged to dispatch her to the tomb of the Capulets, the
only place for which she was fitted. The illustrious poets also, annoyed by the

platitude of prose, speedily relinquished their uncongenial task. (22-23)
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The tale here presented to the public is the one I began at Coligny, when
Frankenstein was planned, and when a noble author having determined to
descend from his lofty range, gave up a few hours to a tale of terror, and wrote
the fragment published at the end of Mazzepa. Though I cannot boast of the
horrible imagination of one, or the one, or the elegant classical style of the
latter, still T hope the reader will not throw mine away, because it is not equal

to these. (49-50)
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Later, in a letter to Henry Colburn, Polidori explained the origin of the tale in
Geneva in 1816 : ‘the Vampyre which is not Byron’s but was written entirely
by me at the request of a lady ... which I did in two idle mornings by her side’.
It was with her that Polidori carelessly left his original manuscript and
apparently forgot all about it until he saw the story published in the New

Monthly Review two years later. (xvii)?

BIZHmoT, ANV - AUN=VHOFHRTRY) )L, Y25 —7T
1816 FF I FH PN/ WRES A T NZRIE LT O L H ICHH L Tw b,
(W7 284 7TiR>NA 0y OVERTIE R, HAEMADELZ|IZHE ST
NRTCHPBFNLDOLDOTYT, RFZENEME T2 LD WTFRIFIC
HEA2TCHEE L] AMEEICLRY FVRZOEREEZOL L1
BEXEN, YO0 2B [2a— vy A — - LY a—| OMEIZZF
NP EEINTVWLOXHICTA2ETT oD EN TV X972,

HEPHO PR o7z0bd, [F7 %4 7] EN1 0 ICBRESIFsRS

,
MAT, 7 A4 7] OEZLENTNAATUDHTLFZOEIZGHL

Z9HThRIINE, FEZFOKRFEALE Lo (M1, M2 E2Z5H),

TWh, UTIEFOEICHETS [Py v X< HT V] (Gentleman’s

Magazine) 725 D5|HTH 5,

Lord Byron. — Two publications, supposed to be the productions of Lord
Byron, have lately excited considerable attention in the Literary world. The
one is entitled “The Vampire,” and the other “An Account of Lord Byron’s

residence in the Island of Mityline [sic].” His Lordship has transmitted the
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following letter on the subject to the Editor of Galignani’s Messenger, an
English daily paper published in Paris :

“Sir, in various numbers of your Journal, I have seen mentioned a work,
entitled ‘The Vampire,” with the addition of my name as that of the author.
I am not the author, and never heard of the work in question until now. In a
more recent paper, I perceive a formal annunciation of ‘The Vampire,” with the
addition of an account of my ‘Residence in the Island of Mitylene,” an island
which I have occasionally sailed by in the course of travelling, some years ago,
through the Levant, and where I should have no objection to reside, but where
I have never yet resided. Neither of these performances are mine, and I
presume that it is neither unjust nor ungracious to require that you will favour
me by contradicting the advertisement to which T allude. (The Gentleman’s
Magazine. v. 89 pt. 1 1819 p. 633
https://babel. hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015027525057;view=1 up;seq=669
(2018/02/19))
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X 1

X 2

The Vampyre; A Tale. Related by Lord Byron to Dr.
Polidori. London: Colburn and Co., [c. 1819]. (KERZE
FEPTRR) 22 hR

The Vampyre; A Tale. London: Printed for Sherwood,
Neely, and Jones, 1819. (KZEXEEFTE)
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A S OREIMEY B L7724 X =V 0IERIZHIITH -2 L &

RLTWwA, 23D, BEROBAONHAASIZG R4 E D IO EHTD
NHDFENRNIEGZ 513 L, WHIEANf a2 JlZD) 2 N L ATz,
ZHTHRIFIE, [T 7 34 7] 1PN HEEZEOTICL 2 HEE TS
BEVHIIERDDE, HEIHATZDIZE VR D,

[T 7217 ]

VY a— NP AT+ —F (Matthew Beresford) 73\ b2 [V 7 )
) (Ruthven formula) EIFESKRY FUICHEKT L7 7 781 T1EIE, “suave
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and aristocratic yet dangerous and alluring” (119) ([PERE /2 IETH V) 7S
5, fElRTHIN]) 2EFThHb. WEHEZLEICRL L) Db, KY FY
WCIRE DI L THDHENLV AT 4 — FIIERHL T 5 (119), BIRENC L 12,
R FYVDFKRIZTY ) ¥y - L - 77 =1 (Sheridan Le Fanu 1814-1873) (2
Lo THPN B ZMERIMBIZBWTYH, BHEEIHF KU TH L, 2T
P2 2 o it e E, [V 7 284 7] OB THELTBE
72w DTN OEHEOIH S TH %

It happened that in the midst of the dissipations attendant upon a London
winter, there appeared at the various parties of the leaders of the ron a
nobleman, more remarkable for his singularities, than his rank. He gazed
upon the mirth around him, as if he could not participate therein. Apparently,
the light laughter of the fair only attracted his attention, that he might by a look
quell it, and throw fear into those breasts where thoughtlessness reigned.
Those who felt this sensation of awe, could not explain whence it arose : some
attributed it to the dead grey eye, which, fixing upon the object’s face, did not
seem to penetrate, and at one glance to pierce through to the inward workings
of the heart ; but fell upon the cheek with a leaden ray that weighed upon the
skin it could not pass.... In spite of the deadly hue of his face, which never
gained a warmer tint, either from the blush of modesty, or from the strong
emotion of passion, though its form and outline were beautiful, many of the

female hunters after notoriety attempted to win his attentions. (3)

Oy Ry O3 EPoFrEEom, fiT0kEE2T7b0560
SR N—T 4 =X, WL X D IZZFORED ) T O WTHER%
EDDLHDLMENHNT, FHTHEITALI LN TELZWV 2O L),
FHSEIY ELIEREEZ Lo & RooO Tz, HVREOH EWEWAE 7S
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SN L V) BIEEZ R TAL Z L TE2, ZTORNORKIE
EREBR L 2B BE, ZNICHER T 2 BIE R O BE T E o7z,
HEHEHEFTENEROERD R VIKEOEDE VI L7z, ZOIRIZHROI
ROMMIBEEINTEY, WHBIZADAR—ETLOMA T BT &
A b DTIZRWD, WROED EIZEHBOMBEEL L, ThAAY A
GZEDTERVEFO LIZELS DO L22ro Tz, - HARS GG
Bl VvoZb DL o TRAZHFLDT 52 EDPLTHRVIEDIEAD
L) EEICZOMS T, HEoSRIEELC, T AW B WRD 7
B IEORLETIZ ) LERIC R 572,

SRS 7BROWIMATIE R, SETRVWER Y, LOLEEALADS
DIV VRS & RN FE T 2 BURIY R R RAE 251 - & 0 L RLCTHUL S,
R YOG L 728 L WIS, DHNICBWT AL ZE T 5DAh%
59, HREBZTEHOBEEBECAL4ZBIZL, BRICBOTLED K
LI LWIIEEDIRE e W FHEE SN TV S, AT Ao~ r ZDHEE
WY ANSNLMEMBASNLDS, R FVIZBWTIEZFD L) = AH 2%
BB L W) BES N TH B A, BRI & 3825 L v b,

i

A.

D A FYOHZIZ 1616 456 H 15 HIZLLFDFEADH 5, “Afterwards Shelley and 1 had a
conversation about principles, — whether man was to be thought merely an instrument.” (Bishop

203) [ZDHIE ¥ ) — 34 R FEEICOWTEE LA o720 — AT HZ L8072 L % 2
LNDLRELOPEI LV IZBL T SOMIBELTE, [77¥ 7y vay (]
BIMDATY) - 22 ) —IZLBFXOHF TSN TV %, “Many and long were the
conversations between Lord Byron and Shelley, to which I was a devout but nearly silent listener.
During one of these, various philosophical doctrines were discussed, and among others the nature
of the principle of life, and whether there was any probability of its ever being discovered and

communicated. They talked of the experiments of Dr. Darwin, ... who preserved a piece of



62

S #38% Hl-1%

=}

vermicelli in a glass case, till by some extraordinary means it began to move with voluntary
motion. Not thus, after all, would life be given. Perhaps a corpse would be re-animated ;
galvanism had given token of such things : perhaps the component parts of a creature might be
manufactured, brought together, and endued with vital warmth.” (22) ([/N4 0 2 JfiE 2 = 1) —
DM TEL ODREWRFESIZEDLEN, RFBGICHEAN ZEALMIFEHATL,

ZD L) HEFHIBW I A 2P G EMOME & e anz D 2z
SN2 T BRI OVTOFERDH D T Lz, 1515 —7 1 YL DERIZOWT
BLCwE L7z - - A T AT = ADHIIN =32 LWV SR Y DTS &R
LTwaE, PELRETTETENDPAEN LGB ZH[OOTT, LarL, AR
WAEMENG T2 LETELRNLEA) L) ZEIHRBIERDE L, T, LK TH
NEFESELZEDNTELZ0L NGV, HVT 7 ZAADZD L) RARERL T
LTI Wh L EREOFS THIUE, INLL CHEED, EdoErit 5252 L
FTELRb LRV SRz L, ZoATY - ¥ o) —OREOETP S A F
JORIFIWHZ TV D, LAL, AT - ¥z —OEIchE 2 A a R 2 55,

RHThHo72R) F) DD EGELRGETH72OTIE VA, B2 a vy TIXZZDHIZD
WTC, KD X I~ Tvr %, “Experiments in galvanism were well known and Polidori would
have been familiar from his time at medical college in Edinburgh with the work of its discoverer
Luigi Galvani (1737-98) and the gruesome experiments on cadavers by Giovanni Aldini (1762-
1834) which suggested life might be restored.” (xvi) ([F IV 7 7 = AL DERIT L SN T
BY, RYFVEZORRETHLIVA = - FVT 7 — =05 & M HAEOTREN
BRRTHYa T T = TIT A — O EEo B DOES LZOFERIZOWT, T
TAYNTOEFETH 122 HDPLHH LT ThHA I ) [77vrrvasy (V]
B3I I8 AE ISR ENTBY, A7) - 2 ) =DBZDORANDOF L xFWIZEHIZ
i, oy, va) =2 EGOR) FY)BMRLTEY, A7) - Y2 —ORLEDEK
2o T edhd Ltz e 18224120 =) =AMBRL720b 2T - v x) —i3#F L
CPaBBILL, 2083 [REDOVE D] (The Last Man 1826) 124255 < b BARM 7 g
BIAKNY 7Y (Adrian) & LTHPN TV Do HiVT 1824 F1INA O VT o 72K
2 A7) - v RO ELCEDRA, BHWEEESALE Y v —FIVIZERL TV b,

“Beauty sat on his countenance and power beamed from his eye — his faults being for the most
part weakness induced one readily to pardon them. Albe — the dear capricious fascinating Albe
had left this desart world.” (Journal May 15" 1824) ([ED I IZFEASEIE L TH Y B 513
FRD D STz —HORK, TREZDOHEIIBVTHIEHELOTT N, NIHE
BIZENERHFLTLEIDTY, TE INA Y DOER]-BERLIAE CLTHBIN
HINVED, ZOWEIZAMREESTLE 7)) 221, AETRD BWHENTH
59— Z B T LA B Y ADRVEIEV RSN LD TE RV, TTIZEL R
DEWHOPTEISNZFFATZL LT, FADHEEL V)L TH 728 B
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