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Nobody’s history seemed to be my history. And I think this did push me
necessarily into trying to write in an international way. What I started to do
was to use history. I would search through history books in the way that a
film director might search for locations for a script he has already written. 1
would look for moments in history that would best serve my purpose, or what |
wanted to write about. I was conscious that I wasn’t so interested in the
history per se, that I was using British history or Japanese history to illustrate

something that was preoccupying me.”
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From what I understand,... Mr Naguchi’s songs came to have enormous
prevalence at every level of the war effort. There would thus appear to have
been some substance to his wish that he should share responsibility along with
politicians and generals. But Father is wrong to even begin thinking in such

terms about himself. Father was, after all, a painter. (4rtist 192)°
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My paintings. My teachings. As you see, Dr Saito, I admit this quite
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readily. All I can say is that at the time I acted in good faith. I believed in
all sincerity I was achieving good for my fellow countrymen. But as you see,

I am not now afraid to admit [ was mistaken. (4rist 123-24)
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Lord Darlington wasn’t a bad man. ... And at least he had the privilege of
being able to say at the end of his life that he made his own mistakes. His
lordship was a courageous man. He chose a certain path in life, it proved to
be a misguided one, but there, he chose it, he can say that at least. As for
myself, I cannot even claim that. You see, I frusted. 1 trusted in his
lordship’s wisdom. All those years I served him, I trusted I was doing
something worthwhile. I can’t even say I made my own mistakes. Really —
one has to ask oneself—what dignity is there in that? (Remains 243. 4 %
DS EINEE A=)
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Nos-tal-gic. It is good to be nos-tal-gic. Very important. ... Important.
Very important. Nostalgic. When we nostalgic, we remember. A world
better than this world we discover when we grow. We remember and wish
good world come back again. So very important. Just now, I had dream. I

was boy. Mother, Father close to me. In our house. (Orphans 282)
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It is, of course, generally accepted today that Herr Ribbentrop was a trickster :
that it was Hitler’s plan throughout those years to deceive England for as long
as possible concerning his true intentions, and that Herr Ribbentrop’s sole
mission in our country was to orchestrate this deception. As I say, this is the
commonly held view and I do not wish to differ with it here. It is, however,
rather irksome to have to hear people talking today as though they were never
for a moment taken in by Herr Ribbentrop —as though Lord Darlington was
alone in developing a working relationship with him. The truth is that Herr
Ribbentrop was, throughout the thirties, a well-regarded figure, even a
glamorous one, in the very best houses. Particularly around 1936 and 1937, 1
can recall all the talk in the servants’ hall from visiting staff revolving around
“the German Ambassador,” and it was clear from what was said that many of
the most distinguished ladies and gentlemen in this country were quite

enamoured of him. (Remains 136)
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Who had taught [the Hirayama boy] his songs, I do not know. There were
no more than two or three in his repertoire, and he knew only a verse of each.
But he would deliver these in a voice of considerable carrying power, and
between the singing, he would amuse spectators by standing there grinning at
the sky, his hands on his hips, shouting : “This village must provide its share
of sacrifices for the emperor! Some of you will lay down your lives! Some
you will return triumphant to a new dawn” —or such words. And people
would say, “The Hirayama boy may not have it all there, but he’s got the right
attitude. He’s Japanese.” 1 often saw people stop to give him money, or else
buy him something to eat, and on those occasions the idiot’s face would light
up into a smile. No doubt, the Hirayama boy became fixated on those
patriotic songs because of the attention and popularity they earned him.

Nobody minded idiots in those days. What has come over people that
they feel inclined to beat the man up ? They may not like his songs and
speeches, but in all likelihood they are the same people who once patted his
head and encouraged him until those few snatches embedded themselves in his

brain. (4rtist 60-61)
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“ By the way, Stevens, Lord Darlington was jolly impressed with the silver
the other night. Put him in quite different frame of mind altogether.” There
were — I recollect it clearly —his lordship’s actual words and so it is not simply
my fantasy that the state of the silver had made a small, but significant
contribution towards the easing of relations between Lord Halifax and Herr

Ribbentrop that evening. (Remains 135-36)
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