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MYSELF : That was ten years ago. Even now I continue to call her old place.
Today, I'm sure she lives somewhere else and has a different
phone. Married to some guy, with kids of her own—I"m probably
the last thing she ever thinks about. Even so, I keep calling. I
think, if I keep on calling that same ten-year-old number, I might
get through to her as she was ten years ago. My need leaping past

the speed of light and going back up the river of time.”
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KAORU-SAN : Hello ?

MYSELF . It was Kaoru-san’s voice, the same voice I heard on the boat
ten years ago.

KAORU-SAN : Hello ? Hello ?

MYSELF : ...Kaoru-san ?

KAORU-SAN : Kenji-kun ? We just said goodbye a second ago. What is it ?

MYSELF : It’s just that there’s something I had to say to you.
KAORU-SAN : Something you had to say ?
MYSELF : L...I like you.

KAORU-SAN : I like you too, Kenji-kun.
MYSELF : That time I went to see you, it wasn’t because I wanted to go
boating. It’s because I wanted to be with you.

KAORU-SAN : Don’t you think a grown-up girl like me would know that ?
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MYSELF

KAORU-SAN :

MYSELF

KAORU-SAN :

MYSELF

KAORU-SAN :

MYSELF

KAORU-SAN :

MYSELF

KAORU-SAN :

MYSELF

: So I really didn’t mind your marrying my father.

oIt is.

: No, it isn’t.

SRECALIIE £ 2% F25

If it would
have made you happy.

I want you to be happy, too. That’s why it’s best if I'm not

around.

: You can be around. You can marry my father.

You know that isn’t how you really feel.

Whether you go away or not, my father and mother
aren’t going to get back together. It’ll never happen.
Maybe not, but the chance is still better than zero. Holding
onto that chance is important to you right now.

I can make it on my own.

So can I. So you don’t have to worry about me.

: ...I’'m sorry.

There’s nothing for you to apologize about. I'm going to find

my own happiness in my own way, you’ll see. So forgive.

: Forgive who ?

KAORU-SAN :

Yourself, silly.
(KAORU-SAN hangs up.) (107-8)
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