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Stove appears three times in The Monster, always as symbols of order,
especially of a kind of order that symbolizes safety for the group, in

this case, a family.?
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Six members of the tribe of Williams made a simultaneous plunge for

a positfon behind the stove, and formed a wailing heap.®
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Near the stove a group had formed, the terror-stricken mother, with

her arms stretched, and the aroused children clinging frenziedly to her
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The wind was whining round the house, and the snow beat aslant upon
the windows. Sometimes the coal in the stove settled with a crumbling
sound, and the four panes of mica flashed a sudden new crimson. As
he sat holding her head on his shoulder, Trescott found himself occa-

sionally trying to count the cups. There were fifteen of them.®
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The knots of blue ribbons appeared like violated flowers. The fire in
the stove had gone out. The displaced lids and open doors showed

heaps of sullen gray ashes.®
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Maggie, stading in the middle of the room, gazed about her. The
usual upheaval of the tables and chairs had taken place. Crockery was
strewn broadcast in fragments. The stove had been disturbed on its
legs, and now leaned idiotically to one side. A pail had been upset and

water spread on all directions.”
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A folded tent was serving as a roof. The sunlight, without, beating
upon it, made it glow a light yellow shade. A small window shot an
oblique square of whiter light upon the cluttered floor. The smoke
from the fire at times neglected the clay chimney and wreathed into the

room, and this flimsy chimney of clay and sticks made endless threats
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to set ablaze the whole establishment.®
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Amid it he began to reflect upon various incidents and conditions of the
past. He bethought him of certain meals his mother had cooked at
home, in which those dishes of which he was particularly fond had
occupied prominent positions. He saw the spread table. The pine

walls of the kitchen were glowing in the warm light from the stove.?
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All three of Crane’s major works follow, more or less completely,
more or less explicitly, and with more or less conscious intention on
Crane’s part, the same pattern. Stated most simply, the pattern is
that of separation from the mother in order to achieve full development

as an individual.}®
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The imagery is domestic : ... Crane remarks of the collective sense of
the boat’s inadequacy to sustain life ; consequently, it will come later

to resemble a grave, and perhaps a coffin.’?
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The cook had tied a life-belt around himself in order to get even the
warmth which this clumsy cork contrivance could donate, and he
seemed almost stovelike when a rower, whose teeth invariably chatter-

ed wildly as soon as he ceased his labor, dropped down to sleep.’?
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The oiler dies because he did not retain the lesson of the sea that he
learned while in the boat—the value of group action—and because,

obeying his own hubris, he deserted the group at the end.'®
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The room which they entered was small. It seemed to be a proper
temple for an enormous stove, which, in the center, was humming with
godlike violence. At various points on its surface the iron had become

luminous and glowed yellow from the heat.'®
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It was her life to sit of evenings about the stove and hearken to her
mother and a lot of spinsters talk of many things. During these
evenings she was never licensed to utter an opinion either one way or
the other way. She was then simply a very little girl sitting open-eyed
in the gloom, and listening to many things which she often interpreted

wrongly.'®
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