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Peter Shaffer |¥, The Royal Hunt of the Sun (1964 F8E, AT Hunt)
@ Francisco Pizarro & Atahuallpa OERICE ML TRD L S IZBRX T 5,

And the theme which lies behind their relationship is the search for
God—the search for a definition of the idea of God. In fact, the play is
an attempt to define the concept of God.V
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God’s just a name on your nail ; and naming begins cries and cru-
elties. But to live without hope of after, and make whatever God there

is, oh, that’s some immortal business surely ¥
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When I was young, I used to sit on the slope outside the village and
watch the sun go down, and I used to think : if only I could find the place
where it sinks to rest for the night, I'd find the source of life, like the
beginning of a river. I used to wonder what it could be like. Perhaps an
island—a strange place of white sand, where the people never died.

Never grow old, or felt pain, and never died. (43-4)
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You're not men any longer, you're gods now. Eternal gods, each
one of you. Two can play this immortality game, my lads! I want to
see you move over his land like figures from a Lent procession. He must
see gods walk on earth. Indifferent! Uncrushable! No death to be
afraid of! . . . Forget vour village magic: fingers in crosses, saints

under your shirts. You can grant prayers now—no need to answer them.

Come on! (35)
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Atahuallpa: Pizarro. You will die soon and you do not believe in your
god. That is why you tremble and keep no word. Believe inme. I will
give you a word and fill you with joy. For you I will do a great thing. 1

will swallow death and spit it out of me.

[ Pause. This whole scene stays very still.]

Pizarro: [ Whispering] You cannot.

Atahuallpa : Yes, if my father wills it.

Pizarro: How if he does not?

Atahuallpa: He will. His people still need me. Believe.
Pizarro : Impossible.

Atahuallpa: Believe. (87)
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DN T I INNEEBCEIBLWHBEHIEEINTWSEH, INHBK
BHEMc s EFa0RrcBEL TWizb 3 0 e DDBve—EcH
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Pizarro [Bitterly] : How clever. He’s understood everything I've said
to him these awful months—all the secret pain he’s heard—and this is his
revenge. This futile joke. How he must hate me. [ Tighiening the
rope] Oh, yes, you cunning bastard! Look, Martin—behold, my God.
I’'ve got the Sun on a string! I can make itrise: [He pulls the Inca’s arm

up] —or set!
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[He throws the Inca to his knees.]

Young Martin: General . . . !

Pizarro: I'll make you set forever! Two can joke as well as one.
You want your freedom? All right, you're free! [He starts circling
round Atahuallpa.] Walk out of the camp! They may stop you, but
what’s that to you? You're invulnerable. They’ll knock you down but
your father the Sun will pick you up again. Go on! Get up!... Go on!
Get up!l.. Goon!l. Goon!. Goon!l. Goon! (8-7)
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TNV T will kill every man of them! I will make
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Youth’s in you like a spring of blood, to spurt for ever. Your skin
is singing : ‘I will never get old.” But it will. Time is stalking you, as I
did. That gold flesh will cold and blacken. Your eyes will curdle—those
wet living eyes... (75)
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[ In sudden anguish, almost hatred] O, lad, what am I going to do
with you? (76)

RBEOBFWCE I N> AR, BEREORICENS BDOTH S, Time
cheats us all the way. Children, yes—having children goes some steps to
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bitten. (42) BB > T2 L ELN I Z DHRIC K ELRE(LLLE 3 DN
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[Atahuallpa consults his young interpreter, who tries to explain.

The Inca nods gravely. Tentatively Pizarro extends his hand to him.

Atahuallpa takes it and vises. Quietly they go off together.| (66)
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I had a girl once, on a rock by the Southern Ocean. I lay with her
one afternoon in winter, wrapped up in her against the cold, and the sea
~-fowl screaming, and it was the best hour of my life. I felt then that sea
~water, and bird-droppings, and the little pits in human flesh, were all
linked together for some great end right out of the net of words to catch.
Not just my words, but anyone’s. Then I lost it. Time came back.
For always. (42-3)

TR - BHUEEONSE, NS EBORE, 7 LT 22 E 3RO
BTF, WIhB Lo THEWI 7TV T 4 =KL o5, HiRfimixREHIEE
ETE, SOXIBT7AY Y —IBAEEICR S BT IRE V. P TEIHECKT
ZEEFICE D OB I LR D EIIVZ, ¥YY 7 7 —BEV 0 LEOD &
IR RE I BEEEELSZTHwL LGP TH S,

Gene Plunka ¥, ‘individuals who are insecure enough to rely on role
playing or solely on the ideas of others exhibit unusual sexual habits’ & t°
Yo ORMEEFRER 2HE L, LR EY 2 ORI DWW T, Pizarro’s only

sexual relationship with a woman, which he fondly recalls was “the best
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hour of my life”, ended in sorrow.” ¥ iz icHSEL2 Nz 22 Wiz,
Madeleine MacMurraugh-Kavanagh |3, Y% 0 & 7 % T W oXDOEHE TLIGIZ

DIz o7 D& 5 wtBEMEZHEHAL, RO LS KRAEENERZED LI £ L
&l/)o

Critics who argue that the relationship that develops between these
two men suggests an element of homosexual desires not only detecting
connotations which are simply not available textually but are also guilty

of dismissing or misreading this chain of likenesses and its significance.!?

FRUE D BB D v T EFR OFRHNIL A w23, B rE O #28 textually
available Th 2 Z L IZR-8Y ThH 3, # L T, Plunka 3 MacMurraugh
-Kavanagh &, #IRISIERN T3> TH, ES 0 DEOMER 20 & DDz
BHOIRILRESOLNTVREZRTRISPUTHE IS XEFCREDLNS,

2E 1080, Y9 ul Pizarro’s boys I RD L D IWCEB L Z A2080E I 1L
TWwb,

Look, you were born a man. Not a Blue man, or a Green man, but
A MAN. You are able to feel a thousand separate loves unordered by

fear or solitude. (83-4)

I, BHBETAHEDA T4 0F— 1L TALABRT T w4 R
YhO—VENTLEIZERATARODA Y-V ThBD, BICHER
DEHHBE 2D LEE, Lo T HEROBHEZREDSZ 7 F—F—kHE
KO&ﬁ%ﬁ%@i%f%%Zt%,E%thf@&%imoE%DH,E%
FHLHOBRLEGE LAY S protean 3l L TEEENTVWEIDTH- T,
2w 2B BIETF T VY ADERDY, IJXHROONEDTH S,
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Atahuallpa : I will swallow death and spit it out of me.

Pizarro [whispering] : You cannot.

Atahuallpa : Yes, if my father wills it.

Pizarro : Impossible.

Atahuallpa : Believe.

Pizarro: How? . .. How? ..

Atahuallpa : First you must take my priest power.

Pizarro [quietly] : Oh, no! you go or not as you choose, but I take
nothing more in this world.

Atahuallpa : Take my word. Take my peace. 1 will put water to
your wound, old man. Believe.

[A long silence. The lights are now fading round them.]

Pizarro: What must I do?

[ Enter Old Martin.]

Old Martin: How can I speak now and hope to be believed ? As night
fell, like a hand over the eye, and great white stars sprang out over the

snow-rim of our world, Atahuallpa confessed Pizarro. (87-8)

TTCRHLLICLIc LS, EVuDRBEFERIBFELZELIL2EY T
FTLTWZRY, T, EOLSIRLOEEEZET, EYailR7 Y Yz
ZENRBWRXELDTH S I b

MR TIE, What must [ do? & W3 FHEFEAE Y T DLBKE LB ERST
‘take’ LI FFANZHINTWBE I LN, ZOMERLEL B L > TWE, 7P
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B, FDSHIC A BETIC, Iris Murdoch 28 The Unicorn @i i O— AN &
HETWDS E ED KWOWIORMBEFIH LI, Hunt OFERTR % B
L, £72 (8> KEZEYuONHEEZEFT 2 DKL OPSTH S,

Recall the idea of Ate which was so real to the Greeks. Ate is the
name of the almost automatic transfer of suffering from one being to
another. Power is a form of Ate. The victims of power, and any power
has its victims, are themselves infected. They have then to pass it on, to
use power on others. This is evil, and the crude image of the all-power-
ful God is a sacrilege. Good is not exactly powerless. For to be power-
less, to be a complete victim, may be another source of power. But
Good is non-powerful. And it is in the good that Ate is finally quenched,
when it encounters a pure being who only suffers and does not attempt to

pass the suffering on.'V

Hunt DRI E S U< Ate O ESuCEBSATVR 2, ERIEES
FTILEBMLCOREREZED BT 200L 5 L LRVARS VS
2RIRT 720, EaBFHHFCHKATI Y22 RHT, A rEniE
E BNEFa LD B BEAHL, TRBA VA TIINNENS GE
2 CREDTHBD AR, VBT TT ISR ED LS EETE, EY
OALUFOEHEEREL, E OEENSED L3 L LI L 2EWNRT 523,
T2V usED b LTy, BRts 8Nk > TEABINTHLZT:
TVFRY R VERNT I TN A A CRENE—EBE2TTDIE, bIE
MOBET LM Rho, LT, ZOTF TNV, EFadizdi, 0
B L EREHZ L TEEZ L TCAETREI LI DTHS, 2DXIIR
MIZBHBT, ANFEDL S BLEREBEEINDL I EWCRDEDTHS S H,

ARA i RIRT 20D, H ETH V0 OFEFRZRITEITH > 72,
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LU ZOREATSED 25K, ZRBIREBEARL VO ER KEAE
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Wien—71%, BV EEEE-T-u—T L bTbI/EIN TS, &
1E Gene Plunka OEfET 580, EHY D7 I INNRNEHTHHESL 256
#® The Rape of the Sun * B EHLY¥ TAHELDDERTH 5P 1223,
‘you go or not as you choose’ iZid, %5 LIz#hE 2T ClHTFLizEY T
U oh5b,%Z LT, priest-power’ % ‘take’ 35 L HRKDZ 75 TNV T
%384, ’but I take nothing more in this world 2 i%, <GE> OEEHD M T
TN EFZ2ETIERRETAIFED L DI, (PREREL &L DL
HEERT 2K bNLT w3,

WREEGT LI L, BENREEZELS L, 20D, AL
ZETIERY, L2 LIESRBESERD S OTH LR, WMHICITERLERE
BELZETTHE, bxroE, "okt » "BREERL, =HRICS JTx
HEBRDLEIIWC, VD (B bIDIICHTHEISCLTEENTDT
B0, BEL SR ORI B LTI By s EAEIF take BB S
TWwbD8, ZOLI LM OEEEIDPUDBOE LD >7DTH 5,

T, Wolch B> 2ZUANTLEYOQRBIZYDX > ZikEr52 5 2
£ T, 1EE&EIZ1ETHHL /% ‘the concept of God’ 2R3 277/ VYA
EYnBHELDTH»HAID, LT, TDTFT /) YRAZ0ridbDTH
53, COMBEIRBELTT Z7A 2R B IChHlz>TC, BEFHOXES
BIAL 720,
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WHNTDE, HDEIHESORDEICIMN 5Tz I 5, WObLiEZE-STEN
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bloT LA ZICHETE S,

NEQ EIFOTEREL Tz TEZ 2 KBOM, 2BbE 54 »AEIKE
PE A AN, Wi Black king DE® #3 X 512> CTLK, €9 v idkEDE
AW EDOPNTET, BV nDBEERZAEEECZIAND ZLE2FE S
L Udpo 7z, LDOBEVEIEDEE, EVY0BOVWIZOBESEEL LS
Ellee THTMNRDIEE, EVYUDZDL D RECRENZBOEEE2 5 2
LItk oT, BHROW S FHROERERENCERODDELTLE LED
ETHZNEDERMIFREZDOT R 7o, CVY OB BEERo 720D
ThHb,

T, Y¥77—il@FEVoe HlE OHEVWEREDL S TH#HWTWwETH A
2 Do

[ For a moment his old body is racked with sobs : then, surprised,
he feels tears on lhis cheek. He examines them. The sunlight brightens
on his head. ]

What’s this? What is it? In all ydur life you never made one of
these, I know, and I not till this minute. Look. [He kneels to show the
dead Inca.] Ah, no. You have no eyes for me now, Atahuallpa: they
are dusty balls of amber I can tap on. You have no peace for me,
Atahuallpa : the birds still scream in your forest. You have no joy for
me, Atahuallpa, my boy: the only joy is in death. I lived between two
hates: I die between two darks : blind eyes and a blind sky. And yet you
saw once. The sky sees nothing, but you saw. Is there comfort there?
The sky knows no feelings, but we know them, that’s sure. Martin’s
hope, and de Sdto’s honour, and your trust—your trust which hunted me :
we alone make these. That’s some marvel, yes, some marvel. To sit in

a great cold silence, and sing out sweet with just our own warm breath :
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that’s some marvel, surely. To make water in a sand world: surely,
surely. .. God’s just a name on your nail ; and naming begins cries and
cruelties. But to live without hope of after, and make whatever God

there is, oh, that’s some immortal business surely ! (89-90)

‘coals from the sun, glowing forever in the deep of your skull’ & ¥9 1 238F
LIzkKEDT 4 YV avEBELTCWT I I 0ES, ‘They are dusty balls
of amber [ can tap on’ & ¥ a v F 7 I CIEWINCESNTWSE, T ¥
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NTLBDTHD, T/ WCPZ-5TLEIEEE RS 2B 0HNY I,
IRyAHOD, £2 kﬁ%tﬁml BOSHWIIED, FPDITELE I EELT
FERDIZ I DI - TL D7, “To sit in a great cold silence, and sing
out sweet with just our own warm breath’ |X, FHE/2 7 VT ARSI bL
v, £/ ELTOERADEANZEASREZERELT, SRIICBVWTHERSN
TADEETESL LD EREZEG LICEETHL, T LT, ZOHERK
o9, ‘concept of God DEENEDLALT LI LLBHASLTHS, EY

O EKEZFIRT 5~V OBBRHN R FEZEE LR 6, [k, TAEES
ADLDEHELT, MEZOZERHLINEZEF IS L2EELTWS
DTH 5,
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I'm tired. Where are you? Youre so cold. I'd warm you if I
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could. But there’s no warming now, not ever now. I'm colding too.
There’s a snow of death falling all round us. You can almost see it. It’s
over, lad, I'm coming after you. There’s nothing but peace to come.
We’ll be put into the same earth, father and son in our own land. And

that sun will roam uncaught over his empty pasture. (90)

‘a snow of death falling all round us’ i& <Kk> DA X —Y « 7525 —DEE
iz bDTH S, RV ODWIZERERL 2oL, HNIZ LS
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