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I often wish to say something about the ‘condition of women’ question, . . . . |
conceive that when patience has done its utmost and industry its best, whether
in the case of women or operatives, and when both are baffled, and pain and
want triumph, the sufferer is free, is entitled, at last to send up to Heaven any

piercing cry for relief, if by that cry he can hope to obtain succor.”
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People hate to be reminded of ills they are unable or unwilling to remedy: such
reminder, in forcing on them a sense of their own incapacity, or a more painful
sense of an obligation to make some unpleasant effort, troubles their ease and
shakes their self-complacency. Old maids, like the houseless and unemployed
poor, should not ask for a place and an occupation in the world: the demand
disturbs the happy and rich: it disturbs parents. Look at the numerous families
of girls in this neighbourhood: the Armitages, the Birtwistles, the Sykes. The
brothers of these girls are every one in business or in professions; they have
something to do: their sisters have no earthly employment, but household work
and sewing; no earthly pleasure, but an unprofitable visiting; and no hope, in all

their life to come, of anything better. (369-370)
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At heart he could not abide sense in women. He liked to see them as silly, as
light-headed, as vain, as open to ridicule as possible, because they were then in
reality what he held them to be, and wished them to be — inferior, toys to play

with, to amuse a vacant hour, and to be thrown away. (112)
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‘. . . these ridiculous gossips of Whinbury and Briarfield will keep pestering
one about being married! As if there was nothing to be done in life but to
“pay attention,” as they say to some young lady, and then to go to church with
her, and then to start on a bridal tour and then to run through a round of visits,
and then, I suppose, to be “having a family.” Oh, que le diable emporte!” He
broke off the aspiration into which he was launching with a certain energy, and
added, more calmly, ‘I believe women talk and think only of these things, and

they naturally fancy men’s minds similarly occupied.” (25)
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It was unutterably sweet to feel myself at once near her [Shirley] and above
her: to be conscious of a natural right and power to sustain her, as a husband
should sustain his wife. . . . It is her faults, or at least her foibles, that bring her
near to me — that nestle her to my heart — that fold her about with my love —
and that for a most selfish, but deeply-natural reason; these faults are the steps

by which I mount to ascendancy over her. (438)
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It is in vain to say human beings ought to be satisfied with tranquillity: they

must have action; and they will make it if they cannot find it. . . . Women are
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supposed to be very calm generally: but women feel just as men feel; they need
exercise for their faculties, and a field for their efforts, as much as their brothers
do; they suffer from too rigid a restraint, too absolute a stagnation, precisely as
men would suffer; and it is narrow-minded in their more privileged fellow-
creatures to say that they ought to confine themselves to making puddings and
knitting stockings, to playing on the piano and embroidering bags. It is
thoughtless to condemn them, or laugh at them, if they seek to do more or learn

more than custom has pronounced necessary for their sex.”
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The great wish — the sole aim of every one of them is to be married. . . . They
scheme, they plot, they dress to ensnare husbands. . . . Men of England! look
at your poor girls, many of them fading round you, dropping off in consumption
or decline; or, what is worse, degenerating to sour old maids, — envious,
backbiting, wretched, because life is a desert to them: or, what is worst of all,

reduced to strive, by scarce modest coquetry and debasing artifice, to gain that
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position and consideration by marriage which to celibacy is denied. . . .

cultivate them [your girl] — give them scope and work. (370-371)
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‘... when they are good, they are the lords of the creation, — they are the sons
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of God. Moulded in their Maker’s image, the minutest spark of His spirit lifts
them almost above mortality. Indisputably, a great, good, handsome man is
the first of created things. . . . Nothing ever charms me more than when I meet
my superior — one who makes me sincerely feel that he is my superior. . . . I
should be glad to see him any day: the higher above me, so much the better: it

degrades to stoop — it is glorious to look up. . . .(206)

Yo =) —IFEBEN BRI T EOGFETH L EEZ, B X hER:
BUHEHE) I ERE->TWE, TG [FTETADE—-DOTH] #5IHLT
BHOBENEEH WY a - 23y FOEZEELEHLITHY, VD
A YEE BT OHERETHLY Y — ) —DSELFFEL TS, &5
LT BERSR DO LA OEFICB W THETRETH L L IN TV
L EFORREVIEHRNBEOZRE S X FRMIILLTVEDTH
bo BlZIE, BHOTHEBREOBRT, Y r—1) —3unN— b2 oML s
W ZREHEABR L TANA I IICEHENE &, HNZTBEMNLEZEH &
HLUTHBL, RXEMNLHEBZBEEL T2 2hb b d, filiduN—
N OBEAMOBEIE L L CPRFHLTWD, vy — ) — 3 ERamE L
WD D DO ETHMNEITE, 205 L THMZHIC RISV RADS
HEVholbh, WBRENVEIT-T, 57201 %> CIER (339) &,
PO 7D ICHEDRTRE LTS, JHEY 47 M) THOLEI kKD S5
TeENC—FLTBY, ¥v—1) —DMEHH % KEOHHLA D % 2 AFAE L T
WLZLEEHLPIILTWREDTHL, ZOL) RHESEAHOFTER, ik
DN R R BT B2 YA TN A - 2712 [REBNTT S,
FHEVE T (587) LE-T, BATHET 2L SN TV,

ZOEI Ty =0 =] &, YBHOLRHEDOEEHICHETLIMELIBEL 2
Wh, ERTIIZOLEMELIREL-e ol Y HEDI2 AL DB E VIR
KENZBAANE > T LTV, FFEREE MRS ZEREIZOWT O



74 MIIKERgE H2% H6%5

MR FE I IRRETICHEHLTCLEIDOTH S, G H. VA A5 DR
2, VTV RLEEFE LS LTHESRL [y =) =] IZBw
T, 2 N0t A 12X D RKCEMFEESHIEE G 3 2 3H I Em FRIE, &
FVICDBELREL-DOTHY, Z2OHHSLFRETZLETHEZMLS
CEEFEILTOTELDSTDTHA )0 FENIZEEIL2 AD T A ¥ i
HIRPT B2 & SHREBEE VI BRAICINE B 2 EITRRE LA EWEEDS
LB, LLIDL ) BHRE LB VWEWEEIAELZ LT, B0
MREORIE S 2 FHEICHRN I A Z LN TELDOTHY), ZOHEKTY 7
ALNFHELT [V r =) =] B—EOREZPND TV LFFMTE 2D TIE
BWTED D Dy

L\

CNETWMLTERLHT, FHMEE LEREICOWT [y —1)—] &
MIEIRE 2 L7220, HLRMELZIRRL T v, TOEKRT [&2TER4
WA TIEHEEY LTWw5b L7 G. H. )V 1 A (George Henry Lewes, 1817~
1878) DFRIIIE L VEWZ 528, ZHUI/NHFEELOREEALZT LD T
LA, iRV v—uav b - 78y 7 OB T 5 L8 LHERSH 5 LR
MCEL2DOTERNES )

[Yxgry 7] E12FIIBNT, VoA VIIHKRITBT L LBEOTHIC
DWT, WEICATOER 2B, FoPE L Kot S ER OLEEE TR
TWwh, LPLEREBEBIZBVWTY oA g F = A% — (Monsieur Edouard
Fairfax de Rochester) & {5 L, BIGEVIIE R E IR > TWnbL, [V ¥
=) =] 1ZBVWT, FrvuaIA ey —1) = PRLENEBIIG S 2808
PN TRZRA LTS, RAEWICK RIS EZORNICINE > TLE
)T LEECHLTH %,

There was a pleasure in my services, most full, most exquisite, even though
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sad — because he claimed these services without painful shame or damping
humiliation. He loved me so truly, that he knew no reluctance in profiting by
my attendance: he felt I loved him so fondly, that to yield that attendance was

to indulge my sweetest wishes.'”
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Men begin to regard the position of woman in another light than they used to
do; and a few men, whose sympathies are fine and whose sense of justice is
strong, think and speak of it with a candour that commands my admiration.
They say, however — and, to an extent, truly — that the amelioration of our
condition depends on ourselves. Certainly there are evils which our own
efforts will best reach; but as certainly there are other evils — deep-rooted in the
foundations of the social system — which no efforts of ours can touch; of which

we cannot complain; of which it is advisable not too often to think.'*’
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